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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sh et) 

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
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Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



Pn Claims Nos,: 1-211 (all claims partially) 

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically: 

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210 



3. I I Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 

Box II Observations where unity of invention is tacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This International Searching Authority fourKi multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this Internationa! Search Report covers all 
* — ' searchable claims. 

2. I I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee. this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international Search Report 
■ — ' covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. I I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report Is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest | | The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicanf s protest 

I I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box 1.2 

Claims Nos.: 1-211 (all claims partially) 



The term "TEM" ("transaction execution machine") has no generally well 
recognised meaning in the art. It seems to encompass, amongst very many 
other things, both known ATM's, and, for example, home PC's (see 
applicant's list at pages 14-15 of the description). A customer having 
two Internet bank accounts, for Instance, and using his or her PC at 
different times to access the own different bank accounts, would be 
operating a transaction execution system according to the application, 
since in response to his secure log-in data, the banks would use his PC 
(a shared TEM) to display their own dynamic branding (the Information 
contained In their web pages). 

More generally, an Internet user accessing at different times two 
different web-sites requiring Identification (for example a web-site 
directed to investment information, and another directed to a 
subscription-only news service) would also be operating a transaction 
execution system according to the application. The user's TEM (the 
browser on the user's PC) would be assuming "multiple personalities" 
within the meaning of the application. This extremely common situation 
would appear to read directly onto claims 1, 2, 60, 61 and 124 of the 
application. 

Indeed, the description of the application is so generally worded, and 
the claims are so generally and broadly drafted, that the subject-matter 
of the claims is anticipated by so many common situations that an 
exhausive listing of them would be Impossible. As a result of this 
generality of expression, the subject-matter for which protection might 
legitimately be sought (PCT Art 6) 1s Impossible to determine, so that a 
meaningful complete search of the whole of the claims is rendered 
impossible. This lack of clarity about the subject-matter which might 
legitimately be claimed is compounded by the fact that there are 230 (and 
not the purported 219) claims at presently on file, which means that the 
application does not meet the clarity and conciseness requirements of PCT 
Art 6. (It is noted In passing that the use of alphabetic suffixes to 
claim numbers (as in claim 177A) is not in accordance with PCT Rule 
6.1(b)) 

In addition, claim 124 is so lacking in clarity that a meaningful search 
of this claim, and the claims dependent upon it, is impossible. Although 
It purports to be directed to a brandable TEM, this claim defines not the 
TEM Itself but its relationship to a communications system and a 
configuration system. Similar comments apply to claims 209 to 211 which 
contain no technical features directed to the computer media themselves. 

Consequently, a meaningful search of the whole of the scope of the claims 
has proved Impossible. Instead, a partial search has been carried out on 
the following subject-matter: Remote transaction system: ATM, PC or 
Internet for home banking, where a tailored user Interface is provided 
for each financal institute (bank). A user registered with financial 
institute A using an ATM of financial institute B would still get the 
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user Interface of Its registered institute A. 

Finally, and independently of the above, it is noted that claims 1-208 of 
the present application are identical to claims 1-208 of co-pending 
application PCT/CA/00771, of same date and from the same applicant, and 
claiming the same priority as the present application. It is an accepted 
principle of all patent systems that two patents shall not be granted to 
the same inventor for the same invention, and the applicant 1s advised 
that abandonment of one or other of the applications, or amendment of one 
or other of the applications so that they no longer claim the same 
matter, may very well prove necessary in any further prosecution. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no International 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCI). The applicant 
is advised that the ERG policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority Is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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